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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 4-9, 11-12, 14-15, 17-18 and 21 are 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Kivela et al(6,404,423B1). 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. \ 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that i 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent : 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) ' 
of such treaty in the English language, 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 8, 10-11, 13-14, 16-17 and 20 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kivela et al(6,404,423B1). ■ 

Kivela et al disclose a display power management function for an image display 
system comprising at least one display device(10) connected to a host wherein an 
image is displayed on the at least one display device in accordance with an image 
signal and a first signal(i.e., a synchronization signal) which is output from the 
host(figures 5 and 7); and the at least one display device constantly monitors a state of 
coupling with the host device based on the a second signal different from the first signal 
,such as a data enable signal(i.e., a video voltage level signal), which is output from the 
host device(columns 4-5 and figures 5 and 7). 
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In claim 8, relative to the limitation "monitoring during a period which is set by 
means of a timer" such is also taught by Kivela et al(column 5, lines 33-50). 

As to claims 13-14 and 16-17, relative to the limitations "the display device 
independently administers power management thereof based on a prescribed setting", 
such is also taught by Kivela et al(column 5, lines 24-67; column 6 and figures 8A-8C 
and 9A-9C). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kivela et al in view of Mitchel et al(5, 987,614). 

Kivela et al is discussed above. Mitchel et al is cited to show that the concept of 
providing power saving feature for a plurality of LCD display devices being ; 
interconnected to one another is old(see abstract and figure 14). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Kivela et al with 
the noted teachings of Mithcel et al such that to provide a power saving features for a 
plurality of LCD display devices being connected to each other because Kivela et al in 
figure 5 shows that the monitor(10) could be connected to other I/O devices(36, such as 
an output device like another display device) and further because both references are 
related to power saving features for a display panel device. 
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6. Claims 5, 7, 9, 12, 15, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kivela et al(6,404,423B1). 

Kivela et al is discussed above. In claims 5 and 21, relative to the limitations 
"based on a data transfer clock signal" or "based on a control information signal", Kivela 
et al, column 4, lines 61-67 and column 5, lines 1-6, state that their system is not 
necessary dependent upon any of the DPMS signals at all, and may instead utilize 
some other signal indication of user inactivity, such as another signal provided on the 
VGA cable, or via an input/output port(36) or any of many other different conceivable 
indicators of user inactivity. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the system of Kivela et al such that the display device(10) monitors a 
state of coupling with the host based on a data transfer clock signal or based on a 
control information signal because Kivela et al show the desirability of monitoring the 
status of coupling based on DPMS signals or any other signal indicators of use 
inactivity. 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ikonen et al, Hwang, Haapakoski and Maslennikov et al are 
made of record to show various types of display devices that monitor the status of 
coupling with a host device based on other signals than synchronization signals. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from : the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Fatahiyar whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on 571-272-7691 . The fax phone ; number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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